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KEY DATES 
MARCH 2026 

3 BMX BIKE SHOW 

4 SMALL SCHOOLS FUN 
AND SPORTS DAY 

9 LABOUR DAY PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY 

10 REGIONAL SWIMMING 
PRIM & SEC 

18 YR 9/10 HEALTH 
ROADSHOW—OUYEN  

25 WORLD MATHS DAY 

26 SRC LEADERSHIP DAY 
OUYEN 

31 PRIM DIV SPORTS 

APRIL 2026 

2 PUPIL FREE DAY (TBC) 

3 END OF TERM 1      
GOOD FRIDAY 

20 TERM 2 BEGINS            
YR 10 DRIVERS ED 

Respect  

 

Relationships 

 

Resilience  

 

Responsibility  

Principal’s Report 

It’s been a wonderfully full and energetic start to the term, with plenty happening across both our 

Primary and Secondary divisions. 

Recently, our students represented the school with pride at the Primary and Secondary Division 

Swimming events. It was fantastic to see such strong participation across year levels, with students 

stepping up to compete, support one another, and demonstrate outstanding sportsmanship. Whether 

they were chasing personal bests, competing in relays, or simply having a go, our swimmers embodied 

teamwork, courage and determination. We are incredibly proud of the way they conducted 

themselves on the day. 

On Tuesday we also held our annual School Photo Day. Our students handled the hot, humid 

conditions on the day exceptionally well. We appreciate the calm and cooperative way they moved 

through the process, and we thank staff for ensuring the day ran smoothly despite the challenging 

weather. School photos are always a special opportunity to capture a moment in time, and we look 

forward to seeing the finished results. 

The upcoming NAPLAN testing is scheduled to take place from March 11 -20 for all students in Years 3, 

5, 7, and 9. This annual assessment is a crucial part of our educational framework, providing valuable 

insights into students' achievements in literacy and numeracy. Parents are encouraged to ensure their 

children are well-prepared by maintaining regular study routines and ensuring they get adequate rest 

before the test days. The results from NAPLAN help inform our teaching strategies and learning 

support, ensuring every student receives the attention and resources needed to do their best. 

A reminder that Friday is Census Day. In simple terms, this is the day when schools officially count how 

many students are enrolled and attending. This information helps the government allocate funding 

and resources to support our students, so it’s an important day for everyone. 

We sincerely thank David McNicol, our outgoing College Council President, for his dedication, wisdom, 

and service. His guidance and contributions have made a lasting difference to our school community, 

and we are very grateful for the time and energy he has devoted to supporting our students, staff, and 

families. We wish David and his family all the very best as they embark on their travels. 

With a recent change to our school council composition, there will be no need to hold elections for 

council positions this year, as all current members will continue in their roles until March next year. 

Due to staff leave, there will be some minor changes to the timetable for the remainder of this term. 

Please check Compass to see how the changes affect your children. 

Thank you to our families for your ongoing support, whether that’s ensuring students arrive prepared 

for early swimming starts or looking picture-perfect for photo day in the heat. Your partnership makes 

a real difference. 

As always, it is a privilege to see our students embracing opportunities both in and out of the 

classroom. 

Have a wonderful weekend 

Linda 

2026 TERM DATES 

Term 1: 28 Jan - 02 Apr 2026 

Term 2:  20 Apr - 26 Jun 2026 

Term 3: 13 Jul - 18 Sep 2026 

Term 4: 05 Oct - 18 Dec 2026 

Updated Photographing, 

filming and recording 

students Consent forms 

were handed out in   

week 3.  

Could these please be 

completed, signed and 

returned to the Office 

ASAP. 

Unfortunately without 

these forms we are 

unable to publish future 

photos of your child/ren 

in Linkup, Facebook  or 

Quandong. 
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AG plot Working Bee  

We are hoping to have a working bee in the Ag plot area in Term 1. For this to happen all helpers must have 

the required paperwork completed:  Volunteer Application form and Volunteer OHS Induction Checklist. 

Volunteers must have or have applied for a Volunteer Working With Children Check. This is done online, is 

free and only takes a few days to process.  

Forms are available from the front office and assistance can be provided if required.  

 Staff Shoutout: Donna Mackenzie  

This week we’re shining the spotlight on Donna Mackenzie — who also celebrated her birthday on Tuesday. What perfect 

timing for a well-deserved shoutout! 

Donna has been a valued member of the Manangatang P–12 College community for 15 years, bringing passion, warmth, and 

dedication to her role every single day. She currently leads our Grade 5/6 class, where her energy, creativity, and genuine 

love of learning make the classroom a vibrant and engaging place to be. 

Donna’s journey to Manangatang is a diverse one. She moved to Manangatang in 1998 and quickly became part of the 

community fabric. She initially taught a Prep/1 class for a term, later teaching casually while on maternity leave, before 

officially joining the College full time in 2011. Her connection to the school is also deeply personal — Donna is a proud mum 

of four children, all of whom attended Manangatang P–12 College. 

Donna trained in Bendigo before beginning her teaching career across the Mallee, working in schools in Ouyen, Sea Lake, 

Patchewollock, and Robinvale — just to name a few. These experiences helped shape the skilled and adaptable educator we 

know today. 

In 2025, Donna took “hands-on learning” to a whole new level by introducing three guinea pigs into her classroom. They’ve 

quickly become student favourites and provide a wonderful way to build responsibility, empathy, and engagement in 

learning. 

Donna is also widely recognised for her exceptional Individual Learning Plans. She has a remarkable ability to ensure every 

student feels seen, supported, and appropriately challenged. Her innovative and inclusive approach helps all learners find 

their pathway to success. 

We are incredibly grateful for everything Donna brings to our school — her expertise, her care, her community spirit, and 

her unwavering commitment to her students. 

Happy Birthday, Donna, and thank you for the outstanding contribution you continue to make to Manangatang P–12 

College!  

Staff shoutout—Get to know the 

staff at Manangatang P-12 College! 
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If you have recently changed your 

address, phone number, or email 

address, please contact the school and 

make sure your details are accurate.  

If you no longer wish to receive Linkup 

please contact the 

College for your 

name to be 

removed from the 

email list. 

SCHOOL BUS TRAVEL 
We kindly ask all families who use the bus service to inform the Front Office if their child will not be travelling to or from 

school by bus on any regular days throughout the year. If your child will not be travelling home on the bus on a particular 

day and this change is not recorded in their diary, please contact the Front Office before 2.30pm. 

Your cooperation helps us ensure the bus system runs safely and smoothly for all students.  

Thank you for your support. 

DONATIONS OF HAY 

The school are once again competing in the Victorian Schools Merino 

Sheep Challenge. We are seeking donations of hay suitable for the 

sheep from March through to August.  

It doesn’t matter if the bales are broken or incomplete.  

Hay can be delivered to the back paddock at the College for storage.  

Please contact Nat Plant or the College if you are able to assist.  

Thank you  

Victorian Merino Sheep Challenge Team 

Breakfast Club 

Operating Tuesday’s, Wednesday’s and 

Thursday’s.  Offering pancakes, banana 

bread, cheese and vegemite pastry swirls, 

and ham and cheese toasties. 

Also available to students are apples, 

oranges, carrots, two fruits, pears (when 

available), popcorn as well as rice and soup 

options.  Please note students need to bring 

their own fork or spoon to use these 

options. We also offer mini milks for 

students during breakfast club.  

Mindfulness for kids is about paying kind, honest 
attention to the present moment—what they feel, 
hear, or notice—without needing to clear their 
mind. 

Mindfulness equips children with tools to build    
self-esteem, manage stress, and improve focus, 
academic performance, and emotional resilience.  

Three Benefits of Mindfulness for Kids 

1. Increased focus, attention, self-control, 
classroom participation, compassion. 

2. Improved academic performance, ability to 
resolve conflict, overall well-being. 

3. Decreased levels of stress, depression, anxiety, 
disruptive behaviour. 
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 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

March 02 03 

BMX trick bike show 

04 

Primary Small 

Schools fun and 

sports day 

05 

 

06 

 09 

Labour Day        

Public Holiday 

10 

Regional Swimming 

Primary & Secondary 

11 

NAPLAN 

12 

NAPLAN 

13 

NAPLAN 

 16 17 18 

Yr 9/10 Health 

Roadshow Ouyen 

19 

Library Van 

20 

 23 24 25 

World Maths Day 

26 

SRC Leadership day 

Ouyen 

27 

April 30 31 

Prim Div Sports 

01 02 

Pupil Free Day (TBC) 

Library Van 

03 

Good Friday 

Term 1 Ends 

Zoe J   Braxton     Donna  

Paula   Robert  Aubree 

Mr T 

Sarah  Kaylene   Ariana   

Brock   William M   Maddison B 

Our commitment to the responsible use of digital technology 

At Manangatang P-12 College we are committed to building a culture of respect and responsibility. We show this in the 
way we use technology and interact online. We teach our students about responsible digital behaviours, including how to 
recognise and respond to online dangers and threats. We support students to develop the digital skills they need to make a 
positive impact in the world. We are intentional and discerning about our integration of digital tools into the curriculum, 
providing rich, interactive and personalised experiences, while ensuring a balance with offline learning opportunities.  
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Student's Personal Property.  

Students are solely responsible for the 

security and safe use of all their personal 

property. Parents are responsible for 

labeling all personal property. Parents are 

responsible for the insurance of the 

Student's personal property while at the 

School or on the way to and from School 

or any school-sponsored activity away 

from School premises. 
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https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/students-personal-property


If you have recently changed your 

address, phone number, or email 

address, please contact the school 

and make sure your details are 

accurate.  

If you no longer wish to receive 

Linkup please contact the College for your name to be 

removed from the email list. 

     Compass 

       Parent    

       Guide 

The Compass Parent Portal is an online portal that allows you to 

access up-to-date information about our school and your child’s 

progress. 

The portal is accessible via the College’s website and also via the 

Compass School Manager App (available for download via the App 

store on your device). 

Within the parent portal are many different features including the 

ability to: 

• Add attendance notes 

• Communicate with your child’s teachers 

• Monitor your child’s homework and assessment tasks 

• View semester and progress reports 

• Book parent teacher conferences 

• View school news items 

If you have any questions regarding your Compass Parent Portal 

please contact the school for assistance. 

Manangatang P-12 College 

acknowledges Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples as 

the first peoples and traditional 

custodians of the lands where we 

live, learn and work. 

Dear Parents/Carers 

If your child is feeling unwell or has cold-

like symptoms please keep them at home. 

. 

Manangatang P-12 College 

4105 Mallee Highway, Manangatang  

Victoria 3546 

Phone: 03 5035 1270 

Fax: 03 5035 1244 

www.manang.vic.edu.au 

www.facebook.com/manangatangp12 

E-mail: manangatang.p12@education.vic.gov.au 
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Lost Property 

There are quite a few jumpers, hats and 

other personal items (lunchboxes) being 

found in the yard and left behind in 

classrooms.  It is easy to return items 

when they have been labelled.  To help 

staff return items, can you please ensure 

that all personal items have a name on 

them. 

Could parents 

please check their 

child’s clothing 

labels for names 

as some uniforms 

have gone missing 

at the pool and in 

the schoolyard. 


