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New look Reporting at Manangatang College
In response to feedback from all parts of the College community student reporting will look a little
different this year. At the end of Terms 1 and 3, students will be leading the conversation about their
learning in a 3 way Conference with their teacher and parent. This Term on Tuesday March 24,
parents are invited to listen to their child reflect about their learning in each subject. Students will
bring evidence of their learning and present this to their parents or significant other. They will explain
what they learned and what they found challenging. Please make an appointment on Compass to see
your children’s teachers. Students will be dismissed at 2pm so that teachers can be available for
interviews. Interviews will run until 6pm.
School Wide Positive Behaviour
This week Jamie Ferguson, Beth Stonehouse, Kaylene De Pyle, our Wellbeing Coordinator Kim
Critchley and Lee-Ann Thompson joined me for two days of intensive training to promote School Wide
Positive Behaviour Support. The aim of setting up a strong team to guide the rest of the staff in the
development of effective whole school practices, will support improved student learning, social and
behaviour outcomes. We thank Lee-Ann for stepping into join the team as one of two parent
representatives.
Manangatang Pilot Meeting
Last Tuesday a successful meeting was held with many representatives from a variety of agencies
coming together to understand the wellbeing needs of Manangatang. Led by Local Logic Place, we
unpacked the information provided by parents, students and staff. The next step is to formalise a
working party that will work on solutions that will benefit the whole community. As far as the College
is concerned the impact of the Pilot has begun to take effect. The Friends Program has been offered
to the Year 4-6 students over the last 3 weeks and will continue until the end of the term. Starting
this week the MESH SECONDARY SCHOOL PROGRAM will begin for all 7-12 students. Both programs
support the development of personal characteristics in students and strengthen maintenance of
positive friendships.
Student Representation on School Council
An opportunity exists for a student to join School Council. This is an excellent opportunity to learn
more about the operations of a school and what sits behind many whole school decisions. Students
have until March 13 to nominate. Please see the nomination form with this edition of Link up.
Induction Ceremony
On Monday, Manangatang College introduced the 2020 Student Representative Council at an
induction ceremony. Parents, staff and students were joined by special guests Swan Hill Rural City
Councillor Nicole McKay and Mrs Ellen White, Resource Smart Coordinator. The intention this year is
to make the SRC an inclusive leadership team that consults thoroughly with the student body. It will
invite all students to join them on projects and endeavours. The successful students underwent a
rigorous application process and were selected by their peers. I’m very excited for the year ahead and
the leadership provided by SRC Coordinator Mrs Tarryn Plant and the SRC team.
Pupil Free Day and Immunisations
March 19 will be a Pupil Free Day. Staff will be going to complete the first of two days Framework for
Understanding Poverty Training in Echuca. This day coincides with immunisations for Year 7 and 10
students. Immunisations will still go ahead at the College at 9.45am, there will be staff to supervise.
Robinvale students have the option of having their needle at Robinvale College at the end of recess
11.20am.

College News
Congratulations to the following students:
SENIOR COLLEGE CAPTAINS


Kale Taylor



Holly Plant



Tom Cassidy



Harper McNicol

JUNIOR COLLEGE CAPTAINS


Anders Plant



Cooper Plant



Jayda Plant



Ruby Zanker

BUS CAPTAINS
Kooloonong - Ben Zanker
Leitpar - Jobhi Plant
Annuello - Tom Cassidy / Holly Plant
Chinkapook - Harper McNicol
Piangil - Lachlan Jones / Colby Elford (not pictured)
HOUSE CAPTAINS
Wattle - Kale Taylor, Jobhi Plant, Holly Plant, Cooper Plant
and Jayda Plant.
Mallee - TB, Damon Paton, Tom Cassidy,
Anders Plant and Ruby Zanker.

College Photos - Thursday March 12
All photo forms need to be returned to the College by Tuesday March 10.
Condolences to Joey Kues-Sales
Staff and students at Manangatang College pass on their deepest condolences to Joey and his grandmother Mavis after the passing of
Joey’s mother Mandy last Friday. Mandy was a valued member of our community who worked closely with us to support Joey. The
College will continue to support Joey and Mavis during this difficult time.
Attendance
Last week students in Year 4/5 achieved 100% attendance. Well done!
PLEASE NOTE : No students are permitted on the College grounds before 8.30am.

Wishing you all a safe and happy weekend.
Ms Nat Mouvet - Principal
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Manang Magic
Year 4/5
In the Year 4/5 room we have been working towards building a strong work ethic. This means we keep doing what is required
of us without constant prompting from the teacher. This goes hand in hand with Mrs Mackenzie’s mantra of being the best
that you can be.
This is what we had to say about our improvement:
I think I’ve improved by spending more time focusing on my work than talking. Chelsea.
I have increased my Maths Mate questions from 4 to 20. Zoe
The work in this class is fun. Darcy.
My work ethic has improved with my Maths Mate. Markus
I am constantly trying to improve my work ethic. Luke.
I need to start tasks I don’t like. Max.
I have not walked out of Mrs. Mackenzie’s class. I’m improving every day. Zach
I have been doing what I’m told and I’ve been focusing on work a lot more. Douglas
Kyle has attempted all set tasks.
Donna Mackenzie

Division Tennis Championships
Well done to Anders Plant, Douglas Jones and Jayda Plant who represented the College at the Division Tennis Championships
in Swan Hill on Tuesday. Match play was 15 minute matches so game scores varied throughout the day. The boys had 10
players spread across two pools and the girls had one pool.
First and second placed competitors go through to the regional finals in Swan Hill on March 23rd.
Congratulations to Jayda who finished second in the girls division and is now through to the regional finals. Anders finished
third in the boys division.
Thank you to Melanie Jones and Sarah Plant for accompanying the students.
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WHAT IS A SCHOOL COUNCIL AND WHAT DOES IT DO?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are given powers to set the key directions of
a school within state-wide guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school
provides for its students.
WHO IS ON THE SCHOOL COUNCIL?
For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership:
A mandated elected Parent category – more than one-third of the total members must be from this category. Department of Education and
Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their child’s school as long as they are not engaged in work at the school.
A mandated elected DET employee category – members of this category may make up no more than one-third of the total membership of
school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members.
A mandated student category.
Community members People are co-opted by the school council to a community member position to bring additional skills and perspectives.
Community members hold the same rights, responsibilities and terms of office as elected members. Parents are eligible to be co-opted to a
community member position. Students may also be co-opted to a community member position.
Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires each year, creating vacancies for the
annual school council elections.
WHY IS PARENT MEMBERSHIP SO IMPORTANT?
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help inform and shape the direction of the school.
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying and may also find that their children feel a greater
sense of belonging.
DO I NEED SPECIAL EXPERIENCE TO BE ON SCHOOL COUNCIL?
Each member brings their own valuable life skills and knowledge to the role, councillors may need to develop skills and acquire knowledge in
areas that are unfamiliar to them. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with others to
help shape the school’s future.
HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED?
The most obvious way is to vote in the school council elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are only held if more
people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO STAND FOR ELECTION?
The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of Term 1 each year. All school council
elections must be completed by the end of March unless the usual time line has been varied by the Minister.
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can nominate yourself in the Parent
category.
DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not engaged in work, are eligible to nominate for parent membership of
the school council at that school.
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the Notice of Election. You will receive a
Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed nomination.
Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during the two weeks after
the call for nominations has closed.
REMEMBER
Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do. Consider standing for election to school council
this year and be sure to vote in the elections.
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Please help….Manangatang Community Letter

Like many small towns Manangatang has been well serviced by community members in
various volunteer organisations that contribute so much the communities they serve.
Sporting clubs school boards public service churches are just some of the things that we
find ourselves volunteering for, or we just lend a hand when needed.
Without exception every volunteer organisation in the community is challenged by the
pressures of staying relevant and safe. Manangatang is no exception.
The Manangatang Ambulance has a long history in this community and the wider
communities. Communities place their trust in them to serve Manangatang and
surrounding district. Like many volunteer organisations Ambulance has not been without
challenges in gaining volunteers.
However right now Manangatang is facing its greatest challenge. To remain viable and
provide a safe and effective ambulance service to the community.
Many within the community of the view Manangatang ambulance will always remain in
the town. However, the risk of losing this vital service is becoming very apparent. At this
stage we have four volunteers that endeavour to do all jobs. The care of the community is
at the heart of all ambulance personnel.
The jobs in Manangatang community now and moving forward are increasing and the lack
of volunteers at all times is making it difficult to service the area. The risks are increasing
as there is more traffic on our roads, the condition of our roads, more risk of people
getting sick because our population is more mobile(travel), Medical services are harder to
access because of distance, ageing population and many other reasons.
The life risk associated with each of these is significant. If having an ambulance service in
Manangatang minimises injury or loss of life. I would think the community would like to
step up and prevent the loss of this service.
Food for thought: if we lose this valuable service the quickest you will get an ambulance
will be in excess of half an hour.
Inquiries please contact.
Trudy Ryan or team Manager Emma Hicks and we will refer you on to the relevant
Ambulance support officer.
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WANTED!!!
VCAL are seeking donation of the following items
to help complete a number of projects.
Chemical shuttles or just shuttle frames.
Pallets – in very good condition
Mini orb
Timber pieces – suitable for tabletops

Do you have any batteries that you don’t want?
If so, come down to the College and drop them off behind
the Music room.
We accept any motor vehicle batteries. These batteries will
then be taken for money to Swan Hill where they will be
recycled. The money will then be used for College camps
and improvements to the school.
Follow signs in College to reach battery drop off.
Please place batteries on wooden pallet so it is easier to
remove.

If you or anyone that you know has any of these
materials, please contact the College
immediately.
Items can be dropped off at the back of the tech
room – please organise with College first.

COLLEGE PAYMENTS ARE NOW DUE
College payments can be paid directly into the College
bank account

BSB 033 250
Account number 602160
with your name as a reference,
or by cheque made payable to
Manangatang P-12 College...Thankyou
Issue 2 by 13/03/20

.

Manangatang P-12 College
4105 Mallee Highway, Manangatang
Victoria 3546
Phone: 03 5035 1270
Fax: 03 5035 1244
ww.manang.vic.edu.au
www.facebook.com/manangatangp12
E-mail:
manangatang.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au

Manangatang P-12 College acknowledges
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples as the first peoples and
traditional custodians of the lands where
we live, learn and work.
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